6th  Computer Vocabulary

1. processor (CPU)= the chip that performs all the calculations and functions inside the system unit; the "brains" of every computer
2. input = when you enter data into a computer
3. output device= you use it to get information out of the computer
4. hardware = the parts of a computer you can touch
5. hard disk= a storage device that is inside the system unit of your computer
6.  modem  =a communication device that allows computers to communicate over telephone lines 
7.  sound card=hardware inside the system unit that processes sounds 
8. RAM = memory chips that store the data and programs while the computer is turned on
9. ROM = means you cannot save files here, you can only read the files
10. port =located on the system unit; what you plug the connector into so data can be transmitted from the input device to the computer or from the computer to the output device 

11. bit= each 0 or 1 in a digital code


12. byte=8 bits; each byte represents one character, for example 00011000 
13. kilobyte= a thousand bytes; a measure of storage and memory
14. megabyte=a million bytes, a measure of memory and storage  
15. gigabyte= a billion bytes, a measure of memory and storage

16. floppy disk= storage media on which you can store a file so you can take it home with you


17. data=words, numbers, sound, or pictures that you enter into a computer as input
18.  CD ROM= the hardware that the computer uses to read what is on the CD-ROM
19. DVD=a type of optical storage technology that can store large software programs or full-length films
20. magnetic media= use magnetic technology to create patterns of 0s and 1s to store the data on storage media; floppy and hard disks are magnetic media

21. database= a collection of data

22. spreadsheets= programs that help you work with numbers


23. word processor=a computer program that helps you create documents
24.  downloading= receiving files from another computer over a network
25. install=to load software onto your hard disk so that you can run it
26. operating system= the item that runs the computer
27. Windows Operating System= the most common type of operating system on a Windows PC
28. Mac OS= the operating system on a Macintosh computer

29. graphics= pictures, videos, or photographs

30. URL(Uniform Resource Locator)= another name for web address, it identifies the web page on the Internet

31. computer virus-a program designed by a person on purpose to harm other people's computers
32. Crash- when the computer stops working because of a software problem and you have to restart the computer to continue using the program
33. antivirus software-install it on your computer to detect and remove viruses before they can
34. electronic mail-a way to send messages instantly from one person to another anywhere in the world
35. search engine-a program that searches for web page
36. Graphical User Interface-uses graphics on the screen, so commands appear as buttons on toolbars, words on menus, and icons on the desktop
 37. Desktop-the screen that you see when you start your computer
 38. Toolbars-rows of buttons with pictures on them to let you know the commands they will perform if you click them
 39. Start-you do this to a program by doubleclicking an icon or clicking a command on a menu
 40. Scroll-moving the document on the screen so you can see a different part of the document or web page
