Grand Canyon Fact Sheet



Date _______ 
Read p. 55-57 in the Earth History Resources Book or http://www.kaibab.org/ 
1.     The Grand Canyon is one of the seven _____________________________ of the world. 
2.     It is measured from just below Glen Canyon Dam at the southern end of  _________________ to the Grand Wash Cliffs at _____________________ and is ______________ miles long. 
3.     It averages _____________ miles in width rim to rim, with its greatest distance being _______ miles and least being __________ miles. 
4.     Its depth measured at the North Rim is __________ feet or 1 mile. 
5.     Its depth measured at the South Rim is _____________ feet. 
6.     The area of the park includes ______________________ acres. 
7.     The altitude of the Colorado River at the bottom of the canyon averages ________________ feet. 
8.     A hike to the bottom of the Grand Canyon requires _____________________________________. 
9.     People risk _________________ or ________________ if they attempt to hike to the river and back in one day. 
10.  The first European to view the Grand Canyon was ___________________________. 
11.  _________________________ became the first person to explore the entire length of the canyon in 1869. 
12.  The ______________________ is the primary river of the American Southwest from the states _______________, _________________, Utah , ________________, __________________, __________________, and _____________________. 
13. The primary tributary of the Colorado River is the ______________________ River . 
14. The headwaters of the Colorado River are located in _________________ ___________ _______________ Park . 
15. The river within the Grand Canyon is ____________ miles. 
16.  The river contains alternating sections of _____________ and ________________ sections. 
17. The depth of the river varies from _______ feet to ________ feet with the average being _______ feet. 
18.  The Colorado River was originally named Rio Colorado or _______________ River by the Spanish. 
19.  Upon completion of the __________ _________Dam in 1963 the _____________- _________ color became a rarity because the ____________ that gave the river its color are now trapped behind the dam in the bottom of Lake Powell . 
20.  The river reached peak flow rates of over _______________ cubic feet per second.  After construction of the dam the flow rate was reduced to ______________ cfs. 
21.  The purpose for construction of the dam was to ____________________________________________________. 
22. Before construction of the dam the river would carry between _____________________ to __________________ tons of silt and sediment per day. 
23.  Construction of the dam has adversely affected the ____________________________.  _________________ _________________ that would scour the inner canyon clean and deposit fresh sand along the beaches no longer occur. 
24.  The water temperature used to get as warm as ____________ is now icy cold and averages __________________. 
25.  Because of the water changes some native fish ________________________________________________________. 
26.  The ______________________, a non- native species was introduced by humans thrives in the colder water and makes it more difficult for native fishes to survive. 
Water on Mars:  Read p. 60-62 in the Earth History Resources Book 
1.     What clues can you find in the article to explain why Mars is called the Red planet? 
  
  
2.     How was Major Powell’s exploration of the Grand Canyon similar to the modern exploration of Mars?  How was it different? 
