Populations and Ecosystems Vocabulary
1. Habitat: where an organism lives.  Good habitats provide all of its needs

2. Organism: any living thing

3. Individual: one single organism

4. Population: all the individuals of one kind (species) in a specified area at one time

5. Community: all the interacting organisms

6. Ecosystem: a system of interacting organisms and nonliving factors in a specified area 

7. Biotic: living organisms and products of organisms

8. Abiotic: nonliving

9. Species: a kind of organism

10. Food Chain: sequence of organisms that eat one another in an ecosystem
11. Food Web: all the feeding relationships in an ecosystem

12. Producers: organisms that make food

13. Consumers: organisms that eat other organism (primary, secondary,  tertiary)

14. Decomposers: microorganisms that break down and consume dead organisms

15. Reproductive Potential: theoretical unlimited growth of a population over time.

16. Limiting Factor: any biotic or abiotic factor that acts in some way to limit the number of individuals that survive and reproduce in a population.
17. Adaptation: any structure or behavior that increases its chances of surviving and reproducing.

18. Feature: any general structure, characteristic, or behavior of an organism. (wings, fur pattern, color, migration)

19. Trait: any specific expression of a feature in an individual. (wing length, density of fur, number of spots, intensity of color, timing of migration)
20. Variation: a range of expression of a trait within a population

21. Chromosome: structures that transfer hereditary information to the next generation

22. Genes: the basic units of heredity carried by the chromosomes; code for features of an organism

23. Allele: variations of genes that determine traits in organisms; the two corresponding alleles on two paired chromosomes constitute a gene

24. Genotype: an organisms particular combination of paired alleles

25. Phenotype: the traits produced by the genotype; the expression of genes

26. Homozygous gene: a genes composed of two identical alleles (both dominant or both recessive)

27. Heterozygous gene: a gene composed of two different alleles (dominant and recessive)

28. Natural Selection: the process by which the individuals best adapted to their environment tend to survive and pas traits to subsequent generations
