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s moved. Water does a good ]ob of sortmg parbdes By 51ze and dens1ty

: 'Wmd sorts particles even'more , but only t the smaller sizes.”Glacial ice has little effect on sorting
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: :’Well -sorted sand has partlcles ‘all the same s1ze,_. poorly sorted sand mcludes many dJ.fferent slze
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Gram snze

Sand is class1f1ed into several sizes. See the Wentworth scale for more detaxls about size

Composition

The comp051t10n of sand depends on the rock from wkuch it formed Knowmg the composition of
sand can help trace the sand back to its source. Sand found on California beaches is most often ™"
composed of quartz with some feldspar. Geologists have identified its source as nearby mountams
The mountains are composed of granites and other igneous rocks—sources of quartz and feldspav
Some beaches in Hawaii are composed of black sand. Black sand has its source in Iava ﬂow
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SCALE OF ROCK PARTICLE SIZES

35



